January Newsletter, 2019

H

appy New Year—again! In September we formally welcomed the new Club year, new
programs, and fall activities. The Calendar New Year brings even more opportunities but
also is a time for reflection. Recently, as I’ve been asked by people inquiring about
membership in the Club, I’ve described our activities groups and trips first, telling about our
scholarship, CCC program, and other civic involvement almost as an afterthought. Reasons for
joining the Woman’s Club are as varied as the people who join. Some of us are looking for friends;
others, for activities to fill time; many, a respite from or support with personal challenges. All good
reasons, and there are lots more. As we describe this wonderfully diverse group of women,
however, we should always remember that collectively we are a “Social Club with Purpose”!
Every time you pay for a trip or a luncheon or an activity, part, if not all, of the fee goes to the Club
treasury to fund the charities we support as a club or to pay recurring clubhouse expenses like heat,
utilities, and supplies. Ten dollars of your dues go directly into the capital account for major
clubhouse repairs; the remainder, to the aforementioned charities and expenses. In this newsletter
you will find a report from Civics Co-Chairs Monica DeMarco and Lynda Barrow detailing the
monetary contributions to local charities the Board has approved, as well as volunteer
opportunities. Of course, our largest commitment is $7,500 for the Scholarship Fund.
In 2019, all of our activities groups offer new programs that will expand, challenge, delight, and/or
relax our minds. Since September we have mentored SMHS seniors, filled Care Packs, baked
cookies, shopped Amazon Smile, and donated to the food pantry. We have traveled, toured,
lunched, played games, partied, and listened to lectures. Thanks to all who planned and/or
participated. In the next three months, look for the Book Club Brunch/Theater Event, the Spring
Card Party and the Valentine’s Luncheon–in addition to our regular get-togethers. We will have at
least one “Futures Forum” in which you again will have the opportunity to provide us with feedback
and new ideas. Look at all the changes resulting from last year’s forums!
Throughout the community, people know and respect our Club and charitable works. And why
not? This accomplished, enthusiastic group of women truly forms “A Social Club with Purpose”!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Diane French, President

Green Thumb
We meet at the clubhouse on the second Friday of the month at 9.30 a.m. for coffee and a chat.
Meeting starts at 10.00 a.m. We offer a wide variety of informative programs and activities about
gardening and nature. Everyone is welcome! Here’s what’s happening in the New Year!
❖ January 11th – Sue Betz, one of our members, will demonstrate the
principals of Ikebana, a Japanese flower arranging technique. If you are
at all interested in improving your flowering arranging skills you won’t
want to miss this program.
❖ February 8th – A special Valentine Luncheon will be held at the
clubhouse. See flyer for details on how to sign up.
❖ March 9th – Well-known local horticulturist and author, Ruth
Clausen, will present a slide presentation of her favorite perennials and
their care.
❖ April 24th – Green Thumb field trip. Location to be divulged shortly!
❖ May 10th – Annual plant sale and – “Gardener’s Question Time” – A panel of Master
Gardeners will try and solve our gardening problems. Bring your questions and any plants from
your garden that need thinning out or young seedlings you have to share.
❖ June 10th – Annual Garden Tour. Details to follow.
If you would like to be added to the GT email list, or if you no longer receive emails but would
like to, please contact hilarygale@yahoo.com
Maggie Jarboe and Hilary Foley, Co-Chairs

Directory Changes
Address Changes :
FONES, (Kate) Katherine S. (Jeffrey)
410-745-4323
PO Box 667, 112 W. Chestnut St., St. Michaels, MD 21663
kate.fones@mac.com
MILLER, Julia A. (Kenneth M.)
410-745-5008
9160 Quail Run Road, St. Michaels, MD 21663
noahswharf@gmail.com
Deceased Member: Lynn Jeffreys
Resignations
Dale Byrnes
Nancy Howie
Marie O’Donnell
Barbara Walsh

Patricia Cooper
Linda Makosky
Beverly Pratt

Lynn Gates
Nancy Nelson
Jane Selden
Cathy Mendenhall, Co-Chair

Culinary Group Activities
January Culinary Group meeting, Friday, January 18, 11:00-2:00: Lunch with Chef Henry
Learn something new and delicious from top chef Henry of Two If
By Sea on Tilghman Island who will entertain us with a several-course
lunch menu. Everything will be made in front of your eyes and then
everyone will have a chance to enjoy each course. Please plan to be
there promptly by 11:00 and if you can carpool, it would be a good
idea. There is parking in front of and behind the restaurant but it is
somewhat limited. Cost is $28 per person, $5 additional if you would
like wine with your lunch. A great way to spend a cold winter day!
We have a full commitment of 30 people signed up for this event but are accepting people for a
waitlist. If you have not already paid for your spot, please send a check made out to WCSM or
Woman’s Club of St. Michaels to Karen Thomas, 24560 Deep Water Point Dr. #3, St. Michaels, MD
21663 by January 5th. We will begin pulling names from the waitlist after the 5th.
February Culinary Group, Friday, February 15, 10:30-12:00 at the Woman’s Club: Nutrition and
Wellness from an Expert
Update your nutrition information and get back on the wellness track with Trish Young-Gruber,
owner of Chestertown Natural Foods. She is a nutritionist who consults with clients about their health
and how to improve their specific situation naturally. She will speak to us about the most recent
trends in health and healthy living and bring with her some of the products she features at her store.
March Culinary Group, Friday, March 15, 10:30-12:00 at the Woman’s Club: Program is still in the
planning stage.… Stay tuned for something fun and favulous!
Julie McCahill, Chair

Membership Committee
The Woman’s Club of St. Michaels welcomed new member, Roberta Maguire, during the October
Induction Ceremony. Her sponsor is Carla Howell. Many thanks
to Barb Colledge for making the corsage.
The tradition of giving each new member a corsage during
the ceremony reflects club history dating back to 1927. At that
time, the colors of purple and silver were chosen. The rose was
selected as the club’s flower.
In February, we look forward to the next Induction
Ceremony, when the club will officially welcome, among others,
Gerda Andersen and Sharon Yateman. Please be on the lookout
for the green badges of our brand-new members.
The Membership Committee includes Kit Atkinson, Sandy Brusca, Barbara Colledge, Nancy Cossu, Ann
Kenna Dwyer, Susan Kanicki, Lori Riley (chair), and Dianne Shaw. Please contact any of us if we may assist
you. Thank you.
Lori Riley, Chair

Book Group
Once the holidays are over, a good book is just the elixir for the weary. Our selections for January and
February will keep you reading from cover to cover. A Girl with Seven Names by Hyeonseo Lee (1/9) is
the true story of a teen who escapes from North Korea and matures through the travails of
immigration as she moves through many countries and cultures. Carol Michelson will lead us in a
spirited discussion.
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng, an Asian-American award-winning author, (2/13) explores
themes of motherhood, relationships between mother and child, and living within the social order.
Barbara Weingarden will lead the discussion of the novel that should touch
each of us differently.
On Sunday, February 24th, just when winter feels it will never end, we will
gather in the fireplace room at Latitude 38 in Oxford for a tasty brunch where
each guest chooses from a set menu. It is always a pleasure to relax over the
meal and to catch up or become acquainted with other members. After
brunch, we will move across the street to see the Tred Avon Players in Four
Weddings and an Elvis. All are welcome to the event: friends, spouses, and
significant others. Although the main room is limited to 30 guests, there
is overflow seating in the adjacent room. Exact times, prices and a
reservation form will be posted on the website in January.
Our March meeting is an informal “book share” when members
arrive at the clubhouse with titles and, often, copies of books to
recommend to others. Last year, every attendee left with a borrowed book to read on her own. Some
of those titles became the selections for this Book Group year.
We like to think we have something for everyone and would like you to participate in as many of
these events as interest you. Meanwhile, we hope some of your holiday gifts, both given and received,
add to your reading pleasure and that of your family.
Barbara Weingarden and Joanne Baker, Co-Chairs

Chesapeake College Tour
We may still have places on the Chesapeake College tour on January 17th
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. You will be amazed at the programs and facilities they
offer. Please contact me (Diane French 301-943-1282 or
diane@thefrenchcompanies.com) if you are interested in joining
us. Opening remarks will be given by the President of the College, followed
by a tour of the facilities. Breakfast will be offered.

Civics Committee
Thanks to all the Woman’s Club members who helped
Talbot CarePacks assemble weekend food packages for
children. CarePacks volunteers meet at noon on the
second Thursday of each month at the old Black &
Decker plant in Easton. Upcoming 2019 work dates are
January 17, February 14, March 14, April 11, May 9 and
June 6. To sign up, click on the Sign Up button on the
home page of the Woman’s Club website, or email Lynda
or Monica.
We also thank everyone for their donations to the
St. Michaels Food Pantry. We collect groceries, travel-size toiletries (shampoo, toothpaste, etc.)
and cash at every Woman’s Club meeting. Checks can be made payable to “St. Michaels Food
Pantry.” Please remember to check that your donated items haven’t passed their “sell by” or “best
if used by” dates.
The Board approved a Civics donation budget of $ 2,575 for 2018-19, with gifts to the
following organizations:
Brighter Christmas Fund
Talbot County Carepacks
St. Michaels Ambulance Service
St. Michaels Fire Department
St. Michaels Public Library
St. Michaels Community Center
SMCC: Stars on Talbot
Critchlow Adkins Children's Center
Junior Police Academy
Talbot Mentors

$150
$250
$250
$250
$100
$250
$ 50
$150
$ 25
$100

Talbot Village Connections
Talbot Hospice Foundation
Talbot Interfaith Shelter
Talbot Humane Society
SMASH: Crayons on Talbot
SMASH Program
Rising Above Disease
Talbot Goes Purple
CCC Mentors Project
Total:

$ 50
$200
$200
$100
$ 50
$ 50
$150
$100
$100
$2,575

The Civics Committee is looking for additional members as well as new opportunities to
support our community, so please join and/or share your ideas with us!
Lynda Barrow and Monica Otte DeMarco, Civics Co-Chairs

On the Spur
Thanks to all those who found time in their busy days to have coffee/tea with ON
THE SPUR friends at the Blue Crab on the first and third Thursdays of the month
starting at 9:30 am.
Friendships were continued and new ones were made. Follow-up activities
included movies, concerts and craft shows. The winter months can be long and cold, please stop
and join us!
Susan Blankner, Chair

Spring Card Party/Games/Luncheon
Come join us for the Spring Card Party/Games Luncheon to be held on Wednesday, March 27,
2019, at 11:30 a.m. at the Woman’s Club. Get together with friends for a delicious lunch and a day
of cards and games (Bridge, Canasta, Mahjong, Scrabble…). There will be an endless stream of
door prizes, so come for the door prizes and also enjoy lunch and games.
Reservations are necessary. The cost is $25.00 per person and please reserve by a table for
four. If you would like to attend, complete and mail the form on the spring card party flyer or
contact Page Medlock at 410-745-5887 or cell phone at 410-253-5575. A fun time will be had by all,
so plan now on attending.
Page Medlock, Chair

Ongoing Games
Tuesday Games are held every Tuesday from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse. Games are
played on a drop-in basis and all members are invited and encouraged to attend. We play several
games: Bridge, Canasta, Hand and Foot and Mahjong. We are always willing and enthusiastic to
learn new games. We ask for a two-dollar donation to help with the clubhouse upkeep. Tuesday
Games is a fun afternoon filled with conversation and laughs.
Carol Elliott and Sue Davis, Co-Chairs

Dessert Games—Bridge, Mahjong, Canasta, Etc.
The desserts are delicious, the games are fun, the company is terrific and a door prize is awarded
every month! The Woman’s Club Dessert Games event continues from January through May on the
third Wednesday of the month at the Woman’s Club.
Tables for three or four can play any game they wish including Bridge, American or Chinese
Mahjong, Canasta, Scrabble, Jokers and Pegs, etc. Dessert is served at 12:30 with coffee or tea also
provided. The cost is $5.00 per person for each month. The funds collected go to support the
Woman’s Club’s Scholarship Fund and associated charities. Last year, $1,087 was raised and we hope
to exceed that amount in 2018-2019.
If you do not have a table of three or four but would like to join one, let us know and we can try to
connect you with a table. Or if you have a table and have not yet signed up, hurry to sign up and join in
the fun. Please contact Sue Davis at 410-886-9843, Alice Petizon at 410-745-5058 or Judy Tormey at
410-745-2846 for sign-up or additional information.
Great desserts, fun, chatting with friends and a door prize—all combine to make for a fun
afternoon. Join us for the rest of the season!
Sue Davis, Alice Petizon & Judy Tormey, Co-Chairs

Good Times at the Club This Fall

At the Fall Card Party Sept. 26, Barbara Rose, Page Medlock, Alice Petizon and Margie Davis prepared lunch for attendees
which included Barbara Weingarden, Carol Meholic, Brooke Alexander, BettyAnn Seabury and Mala Burt, above. Below are
Sharon Harrington, Marge Richardson and Jan Behrens on the left and Karen Thomas, Gloria Lieberman, Diane French and
Julia Miller on the right.

Book Group members who have enjoyed interesting books and stimulating discussions this fall include
Valerie Lichioveri, Emily Miller, Carol Michelson, Carmen Perry, Carolyn Wasdyke, Debbie Mandycz,
Carolyn Kane, Jan Underwood, Joanna Holden, Joanne Baker and Barbara Weingarden.

At the Club’s Fall Bus Trip to Annapolis on Oct. 4th, happy smiles prevailed as club members visited the State House.

Culinary Group learned about the crab picking and packing operations at Chesapeake Landing at their outing on Oct. 19.
Pictured talking to one of the employees are Gloria Lieberman and Ann Pilert. At right, listening to an explanation are Sue
Davis, Mary Anne Parsons and Judy Warner.
For photos in this issue, thanks go to Kathy Barents, Sue Davis, Hilary Foley, Julie McCahill and Lori Riley.

Spring Card Party/Games Luncheon
Sponsored by the Woman’s Club of St. Michaels

Wednesday, March 27, 2019
Join us for a delicious Lunch and an afternoon of
Cards and Games

Doors open 11:30

Lunch at Noon

$25.00 per person- Reserve by Table of 4
An abundance of Door Prizes and 50/50
Proceeds support the Woman’s Club of St.
Michaels, its scholarship and civic activities
For questions contact: Page Medlock 410-745-5887 or cell 410-253-5575

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Spring Card Party Reservation Form
Checks payable to: The Woman’s Club of St. Michaels

Mail to: Page Medlock, 9510 Martingham Circle, St. Michaels, MD 21663

Please list names of Members and/or Guests at your table:
________________________________ _________________________________
________________________________ _________________________________
I am not able to attend the Card Party but would like to make a
donation to the Woman’s Club of St. Michaels.
Name __________________________________ Donation ________________

