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A Message from your President--It certainly is hard to believe that we are approaching the Fall of 2020. It has been a year blemished by Covid19, a virus that has changed all of our lives. Our new normal involves masks, social distancing and loss of our
normal activities and for some personal loss. But it is a time to stay focused on the future.
The Woman’s Club of St. Michaels has been in existence since 1906, approaching 115 years. That’s just
awesome! We are a group of resilient, dedicated women who love the Woman’s Club and I know you will
support the club through these challenging times.
Though we still have no idea when we can return to normal, the Officers , Board, Standing Committee Chairs,
and Activity Chairs have diligently moved forward laying the plans for when we can gather again. An we will
gather again!
Work does not cease during the summer months and there are many people to thank: Cathy Mendenhall and
Judy Shepard who worked on and completed our 2020-2021 directory; Cathy also gratiously printed the labels
for the directories; Bev Porter, Treasurer, and the Finance Committee who worked on the budget; Betty Ann
Seabury, Grounds Chair, who handled issues after the tropical storm; Carol Michelson, 1st VP for all of her
hard work keeping the clubhouse in great shape; Lori Riley for keeping the Board updated on Membership
issues, Kit Atkinson, our Corresponding Secretary, for sending out card; Sharon Miller, Webmaster, Bev Porter
and Elaine Bednarz for their assistance with issues surrounding the website; Sue Davis and Judy Shepard for
their inventive approach to meetings for the Book Group; Hilary Foley and Naomi ClarkTurner, Chairs of Green
Thumb, for planning an upcoming Fall Trip; Gina Bell and Sara Walker for their assistance with the By-Laws;
Julie McCahill, 2nd VP, for planning speakers for the upcoming year and finally Barbara Watters for picking up
and organizing the directories for distribution. I also want to thank the Directors and other Officers present
and past for their support and guidance as I assume my new role as President.
As you know we rely on our membership dues and ask that you forward to Barbara Rose as soon as possible.
You will see our Asst. Treasurer’s article in this newsletter with details on where to send your dues. Should we
not be able to hold our regular meeting on October 7th, the Board will make arrangements for pick-up at the
clubhouse. I will inform everyone if we cannot meet, most likely not, but we’ll see how things are at that time.
I also want to remind everyone that there are those in our community who have been severely impacted by
the pandemic. We have a history of supporting the Food Pantry located at Christ Church in St. Michaels.
Should you want to drop-off food donations, call the office to see what the protocol is for dropping off food
goods, the number is 740-745-4141. The address for drop off is: 100 Willow St., St. Mivchaels, MD 21663.
Should you want to send a check, mail to Food Pantry-Christ Church, P.O. Box S, St. Michaels, MD 21663.
Your generosity will make someone’s life just a little earier.
I am honored to be President of the Woman’s Club of St. Michaels, a sisterhood of talented and
compassionate women. Stay the course better times are ahead.
Warmest regards,
Susan Kanicki

A Message from your 1st Vice President--This salutation comes with a big smile for you despite the emotions that we are all experiencing at the moment. I saw a
meme the other day that expresses my feelings: “kinda feeling like the Earth just sent us to our rooms for six months to
think about what we have done”. Humor aside, I have missed seeing all of you these last six months and I have missed
the wonderful activities that we have access to as members of the Woman’s Club of St. Michael’s.
As First VP, I have been preparing the Club House for our eventual return to a full calendar of activities. Our faithful
housekeeper Isabel has renewed her housekeeping contract with us. A deep cleaning is scheduled for the end of
September. A month ago we had our carpets cleaned which were in pretty rough shape. The carpet was deep cleaned,
deodorized and spot cleaned for stains. Our pest control company came to make sure that we had no infestation of insects,
termites or other varmints. A clean bill of health resulted from that visit. The telephone that has been in the kitchen of
the House for 50 years has been disconnected as the Board determined that service of that nature is no longer needed
because all of us now have cell phones. This expense was eliminated. The temperature on the thermostat in the House
has been raised to 82, from our normal setting of 76. Again, this should save on our energy costs. The Woman’s Club key
register has been updated with recent changes. Please return keys to me that you no longer need. If you need a key,
please let me know and I will get one to you. Until we can change our lock system, the key register will remain in place.
Thank you all for your cooperation.
When the House is open, the calendar of monthly activities is posted on the bulletin board. Please keep me informed of
club activities so that I can put them on the calendar. In normal times, flyers for special events should be placed in the red
file attached to the bulletin board so that I can post it for all members to see. Please send me a copy of anything that you
sent to Sharon Miller our webmaster re: activities so that I am aware of clubhouse use and so that I can make sure that
the cleaning schedule makes sense with our scheduled activities. As needed, I am responsible for ordering and replacing
any items in the House that anyone requests. If you find that you need an item, let me know and I will order it for you
including but not limited to paper products, coffee, tea, sugar, soaps, bath tissue, cleaning supplies, and so forth. I do an
inventory but perhaps I have missed something that you need. We have re-stocked our beautiful note paper that is used
by Membership and others. Let me know if you need some of the note cards.
Normally, monthly birthdays are posted on the bulletin board. Since we are unsure when we will be returning to the
clubhouse I am posting the fall newsletter birthdays. Thank you Cathy Mendenhall for forwarding them to me.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to these SEPTEMBER babies: Gerda Andersen, Ann Ashby, Lena Gill, Mary Hopkins, Sherry Jeffery, Dorie
Kuba, Carol Ann Meholic, Cathy Mendenhall, Lesley Potter, Sandra Ryder, Charlotte Snook, Sheila Vaughn, Barbara
Weingarden, and Sharon Yateman.
OCTOBER birthdays: Sue Betz, Susan Blankner, Jean Cooper, Diane French, Carolyn Kane, Marcia Kirby, Mary Anne Laporte,
Julie Lippke, Debbie Mandycz, Barb O’Brien, Alice Petizon, Amy Riley. Karen Thomas and Jennifer West.
NOVEMBER birthdays: Kathy Barents, Ann Kenna Dwyer, Janet Friedberg, Marianne Kost, Mary Larrimore, Carol
Michelson, Nancy Parnell, Alexandra Prevost, Lynn Rose, Rita Sirignano, Jan Underwood, and Irmy Webster.
DECEMBER birthdays: Nancy Ann Cossu, Linda Cronin, Anne Marie Durkot, Jane Hopkinson, Susan Lenfest, Gloria
Lieberman, Nancy Murtha, Karen Sahmel, Pat Scott, and Pam White.
Please let me know if I can be of assistance on any of the covered topics. It is my hope that I see all of you sooner than
later! Stay well and be safe.
Carol Michelson

A Message from your 2nd Vice President—
Programs for our monthly meetings will begin in November when Mary Helen Gillen and Samantha Pitts from
Pickering Creek Audubon Center will introduce us to winter birds on the Eastern Shore, their likely sightings,
sounds and diet preferences.
In December a local musical group will entertain us with holiday music. Details will following. In January we
will kick off the new year with a member of the legislature previewing the upcoming legislative session.
Given the uncertainty of our ability to meet in person, come thought is being give to how best to present
virtual programs to our membership. Stay tuned for detailed information on how to participate virtually
Julie McCahill

A Message from your Treasurer—
Our fiscal year ends on June 30th, so early in July, I started closing the books on last year. I fully expected to
end the year in the red because of our cancelled events. I was AMAZED to find we ended in the black. Ending
in the black is totally a result of your amazing generosity!! I received $3,800 in donations for last year and
have already received $1,205 for this year. Thank you so much for your loyalty to our club.
I have prepared a budget to present to the Board when we meet. I have been extremely conservative since
we do not know when we will be able to have events again.
Our checking account balance is $17,607.43
Our capital expenses balance is $23,089.08
The balance in the Scholarship account is $39,679.10. Ten thousand of that is a base we never touch. Another
$15,000 is being held for past awardees who have not yet used their awards. The remaining balance is
$14,679.10. I am recommending to the Board that we use $7,500 of the extra money in the account to fund
this year’s scholarship awards. Since income this year will be limited, using this money will significantly ease
our fundraising burden.
I miss seeing all of you and hopefully it won’t be too much longer before can meet again!!
Bev Porter

Woman’s Club of St. Michaels
Membership Dues 2020/2021
It’s that time of year again to renew your membership dues:
Your membership is extremely important in supporting the Woman’s Clubhouse, local
charities and the scholarship fund. We would greatly appreciate your dues of $75.00
paid on or before October 7, 2020.
Directories will be distributed, to those who have paid their membership dues for
2020/202 by the October 7, 2020 deadline. In order to reduce costs, directories will NOT
be mailed. Should we not be able to meet in October, we will make arrangements for
pick-up at the clubhouse. If you are not able to pick-up your directory, and have paid
your 2020/2021 dues, please consider having a friend and/or neighbor pick up your
directory for you.
Please send your check for $75.00 made payable to “The Woman’s Club of
St. Michaels” to:
Barbara Rose
24561 Deepwater Pt. Dr.
St. Michaels, MD 21663

A Message from your Corresponding Secretary---

As the Corresponding Secretary I’ll be sending appropriate cards to members and others as
needed.
The three types of cards are:
- Condolences
- Get Well
- Thinking of you
Please email me at my new email address, kitatk20@gmail.com and include the following:
- Type of card
- Card recipient’s name
- Reason for card
I’ll confirm to you that I’ve received your request and will plan to mail out the card within two
days of receiving the information.
Each month I’ll be sending Susan a summary of the cards sent. This past July, three cards were
mailed.
Thank you,
Kit Atkinson

Grounds Committee
The official “passing of the garden spade” was made on July 10, 2020 when the previous
years’ chairpersons (Mary Revell and Janet Friedberg) gave your new chairpersons (BettyAnn
Seabury and Sara Walker) an informative tutorial on the duties involved in caring for our lovely
gardens. We also met and discussed the garden with Julie Lowe of Sun Wild, LLC who was
present with her crew hard at work on some much needed pruning, weeding and overall
cleanup. We will continue to work with her in the coming year to keep our grounds in
beautiful shape. At the time, Julie Lowe pointed out a problem with a few of the sprinkler
heads and a call was made to Long Branch Landscapes to address the problem.
As the result of the tropical storm that blew through our area, several large limbs from the
silver maple directly behind the building came down, thankfully with no damage to our
clubhouse. A call to Kyle Ewing of Bartlett Tree Service solved the problem and at no cost to
the Woman’s Club. Be sure to thank Kyle if you see him around town or at your property!
Another result of the storm was the lifting and serious leaning of a rather large tree at the
right back of the property edge. The exact owner of the tree is in question, but as the tree is
leaning over electric lines, the responsibility of its removal is that of Choptank Electric
Cooperative. Several phone calls have been made to that supervisor and hopefully, the tree
will be removed soon.
Sara and I would like to thank Mary and Janet for their years of service to the Woman’s Club
as Grounds Chairpersons. They have provided Sara and me with many records and resources
to work from during our upcoming tenure. Also, a very big “thank you” to all our wonderful
Sweepers who clear our sidewalks and paths every week to keep us looking at our best!
BettyAnn Seabury

Membership Committee
Thank you to all club members, sponsors, board members, and activity chairs for
reaching out to our new members with friendly hospitality and club information.
Getting involved, serving on committees, and participating in activities are great ways
to meet new friends and support our “social club with a purpose”.
Last year, 2019-2020, the WCSM welcomed eight new members: Naomi Clark-Turner,
Linda Cronin, Carleen Dixon Webb, Anne Marie Durkot, Janet MacDonald, Kathie
Rogers, Sandra Ryder, and Sharon Shephard. Anne Marie, Carleen, Kathie, Linda, and Sandra will be inducted in
November or at the next induction when the club resumes meeting.
Due to Covid restrictions and the current inability to conduct our general meetings, the club will not be accepting newmember applications. The Bylaws state that anyone interested in joining must attend two meetings before submitting
an application. However, the names of interested applicants will be recorded, and they will be contacted by
Membership.
As we begin this remarkable club year, the Membership Committee looks forward to serving new and familiar friends.
The committee members include Kit Atkinson, Barbara Colledge, Nancy Cossu, Ann Kenna Dwyer, Lori Riley (chair), and
Diane Shaw. Please contact any of us if we may assist you.
Thank you,
Lori Riley
Membership Chair

Civics Committee
In the past the Woman’s Club members have volunteered each month to assemble weekend food packages
for Talbot CarePacks. This program provides food for school children, who are eligible for free and reduced
priced school lunches. Talbot CarePacks is currently packing bags using a small number of volunteers to keep
things safe and healthy, but, they would greatly appreciate monetary donations. Donations to CarePacks can
be made payable to MidShore Community Foundation. Please put “CarePacks of Talbot County” on the
memo line of your check. The mailing address is:
Midshore Community Foundation
102 E. Dover Street
Easton, MD 21601
And as mentioned in Susan’s message, please donate to the Food Pantry at Christ Church in St. Michaels.
Thank you,
Monica DeMarco
Civics Chair

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

The Scholarship Committee is looking forward to working together on our all-important task of selecting St.
Michaels High School scholarship recipient(s) for 2021! Carol Chisholm and Maggie Jarboe will begin their
second year of a three-year commitment, and Janet MacDonald and Dianne Shaw are this year’s new
members, both of whom have backgrounds in education. Many thanks to Barbara Rose for her three years of
service on the Scholarship Committee and to Barbara Weingarden for filling in as a substitute this past year.
In October the committee will have an organizational meeting and establish our schedule with SMHS
Guidance Counselor, JR Burkhardt. Scholarship applications are made available to St. Michael’s students in
November; completed applications are due in March, our “crunch time” begins as we review applications and
interview candidates in March and April, and the final decision as to who will be the recipient(s) of our $6,000
scholarship is made in May. We will keep you updated on our activity as we proceed through this process.
The Scholarship Committee has again made a commitment to support the non-credit workforce training
program at Chesapeake College through an annual pledge of $1,500 to the Chesapeake College Foundation.
This scholarship assistance will help non-traditional student(s) attain vocational training skills that are in high
demand by local employers.
Traditionally, we have the pleasure of presenting our scholarship recipient(s} at our woman’s club end of year
luncheon in June and are hopeful that we will have the opportunity to resume this tradition in 2021!

Submitted by
Carolyn Wasdyke

Community Career Connections

CCC—Community, Career Connections Project is a program that assists St. Michaels High School juniors and
seniors in small group sessions The Mentors help students to prepare resumes , college work force
applications, help writing personal essays, as well as conducting mock interviews.
For information on this program, please contact Gloria Lieberman or Sharon Yateman co-chairs.

WCSM Website
For up-to-date information on our programs and activities check The Woman’s Club of St. Michaels website
maintained by our webmaster Sharon Miller. The website address is: info@womansclubofstmichaels.org

Fall Events

Due to the uncertainty of our ability to have the following events we will regretfully not send
out informational flyers or sign-up sheets at this time. Covid-19 go away!!!!!!!!!!

Fall Card Party—October 2, 2020
Elaine Bednarz and Alice Petizon, Co-Chairs
Fall Brunch—November 6, 2020
Officers and Directors
Fall Party Mixer—November 15, 2020
Kit Atkinson and Barbara Rose, Co-Chairs

WCSM Book Group is Going Strong

The Woman’s Club Book Group has been actively meeting this summer and will continue into the fall and
throughout the year. In June we selected our book discussion choices. In July we met virtually on Zoom and
social distancing in the garden of the Woman’s Club to discuss the book “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia
Owens. In August we again met in two venues- social distancing in the Woman’s Club garden and virtually on
Zoom. The August book was “Beneath the Scarlet Sky” by Mark Sullivan. Both events were very well attended
and all participants raved about the opportunity to see other members and discuss our reading choices.
The Book Group will continue with this format of discussion as long as the weather permits. There will be a
socially distant garden discussion on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:30 am and a virtual Zoom
discussion on the second Thursday of each month at 10:30 am. All Woman’s Club members are welcome to
attend.
In September, we will be watching the classic movie “Jane Eyre” online in our homes. Later, we will meet as
outlined above to discuss the movie and the novel by the same name.
Our most exciting news is that we will have two authors visiting our discussions this year! In November, Lisa
See, the author of “The Island of Sea Women” will be joining us for a Zoom discussion of her book. In April,
Casey Cep, the author of “Furious Hours: Murder, Fraud and the Last Trial of Harper Lee,” will be joining us in
person for the discussion of her book. You may want to put these discussions on your calendar; they are not to
be missed!
If you would like to be added to our email list to receive all the latest information about the Book Group,
please contact the chairs: Sue Davis susandavis372@gmail.com or Judy Shepard JMMShep@aol.com
Information about the Book Group as well as the current list of book selections can be found on the WCSM
website. The current list of books is also included in this newsletter.
Sue Davis, Judy Shepard Co-Chairs

Woman’s Club of St. Michaels Book Group
2020-2021 Selections
Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month at 10:30 am at Woman’s Club
Co-Chairs: Sue Davis susandavis372@gmail.com
Judy Shepard JMMShep@aol.com
All meetings held outside will require participants to bring their own lawn chair, drink and snack and wear a mask!
When we resume meetings in the clubhouse with snacks, refreshment volunteers will be selected.
F denotes fiction, NF denotes non-fiction, HF denotes historical fiction
Date

Title

Author

Presenter

July 8- outside
July 9 (Thurs.)- Zoom

Where the Crawdads Sing (F)

Delia Owens

Alice Petizon

Aug. 12- outside
Aug.13 (Thurs.)-Zoom

Beneath A Scarlet Sky (HF)

Mark Sullivan

Marilyn Nace

Charlotte Bronte

Carolyn Kane- outside
Holly Wright- Zoom

Jane Eyre (F)
Sept. 9- outside
Sept. 10(Thurs.) Zoom Classic movie and book
Oct. 14

News of the World (HF)

Paulette Jiles

Roberta Maguire

Nov.11

The Island of Sea Women (HF)

Lisa See

Carolyn Wasdyke with
author, Lisa See on
Zoom

Dec. 9- Christmas
luncheon

Short stories to be distributed:
“Reginald’s Christmas Revel”
“The Set of Poe”

Saki
George Ade

Jan. 13

This is How It Always Is (F)

Laurie Frankel

Holly Wright

Feb. 10

The Book Woman of Troublesome
Creek (HF)

Kim Michelle
Richardson

Evelyn LoRe

Feb. TBA

Brunch and Theater in Oxford
TBA

Mar. 10

The Splendid and The Vile (NF)

Erik Larson

Judy Shepard

April 14

Furious Hours: Murder, Fraud, and
the Last Trial of Harper Lee (NF)

Casey Cep

Monica De Marco with
guest speaker: author,
Casey Cep

May 12

The Rent Collector (F)

Camron Wright

Sue Davis

June 9- Picnic

The Dutch House (F)

Ann Patchett

Terri Hopkins

Joanne Baker and
Val Lichioveri

Culinary
Culinary is back! We’ve all been spending more time in the kitchen; some gladly, others grudgingly. Whatever
your feelings on the subject, however, we all enjoy eating and Culinary will include tasting, nibbling and
savoring. Plan to join us to spice up the new club year!
Set aside the following dates* for our abbreviated schedule:
Friday, October 16th
Friday, March 19th
Friday, May 21st
To begin the year, you are invited to join us for:
Soup’s On
Friday, October 16th11 am – 1 pm
At the Clubhouse
A flyer is attached with details. Please help us plan by signing up in advance to prepare and contribute one of
your favorite recipes. This event will serve as a fund raiser for general funds for the club. We will sell
contributions of homemade soups and breads. So, bring home lunch or dinner or stock your freezer with
some tasty meals for another time!
Stay tuned for Culinary events for March and May. Remember, you don’t have to love cooking to love
Culinary.
From our kitchens to yours,
Alexandra Prevost and Barbara Weingarden, Co-Chairs
* All events subject to change as COVID 19 regulations and conditions dictate.
Think positively!

SOUP’S ON SALE
Woman’s Club of St Michaels Culinary Group
You are invited to join us on:

FRIDAY, OCOTBER 16TH
at the clubhouse

11 am – 1 pm
Please sign up below to bring

HOMEMADE SOUP OR
HOMEMADE BREAD
Containers and foil will be provided
beforehand
MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW BY OCTOBER 1ST

Name:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Bringing: ___ Soup _____ Bread
Description: _________________________________________________
PLEASE EMAIL RECIPIES TO BARBARA. THEY WILL BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL!
Mail or Scan Reservation & Recipes to:
Barbara Weingarden 8192 Gatherly Circle| Easton 21601 | bjw292@gmail.com
* Proceeds support the Woman’s Club of St. Michaels, its scholarship and civic activities.

Green Thumb welcomes all who share an interest in nature and all things growing and living
outdoors.
We meet on the second Friday of the month at the WCSM clubhouse at 9.30am for coffee –
meeting starts at 10am - unless otherwise stated on the calendar.
Last year we enjoyed a variety of activities, including speakers from the Delmarva Nesting
Foundation and the National Orchid Society. At our workshops we created Christmas wreathes
and beautiful woodland baskets. In addition, we enjoyed a field trip to tour two very
interesting properties in Oxford and held our annual Valentine luncheon in the clubhouse.
Unfortunately, our annual bus trip to Glenstone in Potomac and other end of year activities
had to be cancelled due to the current COVID pandemic. We hope to be able to reschedule
some of these events in the new year. We held a successful, socially distanced garden sale at
Emerson Point House at the end of June and raised $650!
Financially we had a great year, donating $2000 to WCSM and $500 to the scholarship fund in
spite of our shortened GT year!
Putting a calendar of activities together, in the light of the current restrictions incurred by the
pandemic will be a challenge for us all this year. We have planned meetings, all of which will
take place outside (weather permitting) where we can safely social distance ourselves until
such times that the CDC ruling changes.
Co – chairs,
Hilary Foley – hilarygale@yahoo.com, 301 785 5634
Naomi Clark Turner – naomiclarkturner@gmail.com ,610 246 2871

Green Thumb Calendar 2020 – 21
Friday, September 11th
Tour of Seaberry Farm, Federalsburg, MD
Contact Hilary Foley at hilarygale@yahoo.com or call 301 785 5634 to sign up.
We will meet at the farm at 10am.
Friday, October 9th, 10am
“Autumn Home” – ‘not just a floral demonstration’ in the garden of Christie Hamilton.
Contact Hilary Foley at hilarygale@yahoo.com or call 301785 5634
Space is limited.
Friday, November 13th
Guided fall walk at Adkins Arboretum by MaryJo Kubelis.
We will meet at the arboretum at 10 am.
Friday, December 4th, - 9.30 am
Christmas Wreath workshop in the clubhouse garden with Shirley Windsor.
Weather permitting.
January – No meeting
Friday, February 12th
Valentine celebration - TBD
Friday, March 12th
Beekeeping tutorial – more info in the New Year
April – Date TBD
Bus trip to ‘Glenstone’ Potomac MD
‘Bonsai’ workshop – Date and time TBD
Friday, May 14th - 9.30am
Annual plant sale and topical Spring talk by Mikaela Boley in the clubhouse garden.
JuneGarden Tour and lunch. TBD

Tuesday Games
All are invited to join us for Tuesday Games. We play Bridge, Canasta and Mahjong. We meet
every Tuesday at the Woman’s Club from 1 to 3:30 pm. On a drop- in basis. A two dollar
donation is requested to support the Woman’s Club. We have a great time, join us!
Carol Elliott and Mary Ann Parsons, Co-Chairs

Dessert Games
Start now gathering friends to form a table of three or four to play any game you wish, enjoy a
delicious dessert, visit with friends and possibly win your table’s prize and/or the monthly door
prize. Dessert Games occurs on the third Wednesday of each month from October through
May with no Games in December. Please contact Judy Tormey at 410-745-2846 or Alice
Petizon at 410-745-5058 for additional information or to sign-up. We meet from 12:30 to 3:30
pm.
Alice Petizon
alice.petizon@gmail.com

